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In the meantime Hunt's fame was spreading throughout
the length and breadth of the land, and he was beginning to
be subjected to all the annoyances caused by sightseers;
for the city " guides " had located him, and visitors
were conducted to his studio as to one of the regular things
to be seen ; in fact, as he humorously says, all the tourists were
" doing " him among the other notable objects of the city.

In his spare moments he would beguile himself, in a way
that reminds one of Leonardo da Vinci, by making drawings
of imaginary weapons. He drew a gun with forty-two
barrels and other extraordinary adjuncts, and added to it a
description of each part with lettering, so as to cause it to
resemble an engraving. The Crimean War was still
progressing, and one evening he arranged with Sim, during
a walk, to carry on a discussion concerning this drawing
within hearing of a certain American pro-Russian, himself
arguing that it was impossible that the Russians should
believe in such an invention, that in fact they would never
bring such a weapon into the field against the Allies, and
Sim affecting to take the other side. The American's
curiosity was soon aroused, and he asked for particulars
of the matter under dispute. Hunt pronounced the whole
thing to be absurd, but when the American saw the drawing
he took upon himself to affirm without the least doubt that
such a gun had actually been invented in America ten years
previously and had been sold to the Russians, He then
begged to be allowed to show the drawing to some German
friends. The sheet was lent to him, and by its means the
rumour got abroad that the allied armies and navies were
about to be destroyed by the terrible weapon then in the
hands of the Russians. The drawing of a second invention
of a still more extravagant nature was next circulated, and
by its absurdity put an end to current gossip.